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The mission of the Humane Law Enforcement (HLE) Unit of SPCA Westchester is to protect
the animals in Westchester County from cruelty and neglect through the aggressive and
proactive enforcement of New York State Law and to educate citizens so that ignorance
does not result in neglect.

SPCA Westchester’s HLE Officers are certified NYS Peace Officers given “full Police power”
through the NYS Criminal Procedure Law and Agriculture and Markets Law. These officers
are empowered to enforce all the laws of New York State and specifically those relating to
animal cruelty. They are not animal control officers. They are trained in accordance with
the requirements as set forth by the NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services.

Officers of the SPCA participate in Humane Education classes in schools throughout the
county, educating young people about animal cruelty, neglect. Officers are also available to
make presentations to groups, schools, etc. on a variety of topics. Should your group or
school wish to schedule a presentation, please call the SPCA of Westchester.



